
The Emancipation Proclamation 

Directions:  The students will first watch two videos on the Emancipation Proclamation. The 
students will then read the two documents on the proclamation and answer the questions that 
follow. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWrQ5VBZi2E 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUVkXthLz4w 
 
 
President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, 
as the nation approached its third year of bloody civil war. The proclamation declared 
"that all persons held as slaves" within the rebellious states "are, and henceforward 

shall be free." 

Despite this expansive wording, the Emancipation Proclamation was limited in many 
ways. It applied only to states that had seceded from the United States, leaving slavery 

untouched in the loyal border states. It also expressly exempted parts of the 
Confederacy (the Southern secessionist states) that had already come under Northern 
control. Most important, the freedom it promised depended upon Union (United States) 

military victory. 

Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not end slavery in the nation, it captured 
the hearts and imagination of millions of Americans and fundamentally transformed the 
character of the war. After January 1, 1863, every advance of federal troops expanded 

the domain of freedom. Moreover, the Proclamation announced the acceptance of black 
men into the Union Army and Navy, enabling the liberated to become liberators. By the 
end of the war, almost 200,000 black soldiers and sailors had fought for the Union and 

freedom. 

From the first days of the Civil War, slaves had acted to secure their own liberty. The 
Emancipation Proclamation confirmed their insistence that the war for the Union must 
become a war for freedom. It added moral force to the Union cause and strengthened 
the Union both militarily and politically. As a milestone along the road to slavery's final 

destruction, the Emancipation Proclamation has assumed a place among the great 
documents of human freedom. 

The original of the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, is in the National 
Archives in Washington, DC. With the text covering five pages the document was 

originally tied with narrow red and blue ribbons, which were attached to the signature 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWrQ5VBZi2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUVkXthLz4w
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/299998?q=Emancipation%20Proclamation#.Vflu0VtrT7w.link


page by a wafered impression of the seal of the United States. Most of the ribbon 
remains; parts of the seal are still decipherable, but other parts have worn off. 

The document was bound with other proclamations in a large volume preserved for 
many years by the Department of State. When it was prepared for binding, it was 

reinforced with strips along the center folds and then mounted on a still larger sheet of 
heavy paper. Written in red ink on the upper right-hand corner of this large sheet is the 
number of the Proclamation, 95, given to it by the Department of State long after it was 
signed. With other records, the volume containing the Emancipation Proclamation was 
transferred in 1936 from the Department of State to the National Archives of the United 

States. 

Transcript of Emancipation Proclamation (1863) 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United 

States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a 

State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be 
then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United 

States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of 

them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, 
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, 

respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any 
State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a 
majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the 

absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such 
State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United States." 



Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the 
power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States 

in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United 
States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on 

this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full 

period of one hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as 
the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in 

rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, 
Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, 
Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) 

Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, 
(except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of 
Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the 

cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the present, left 
precisely as if this proclamation were not issued. 

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all 
persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and 

henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, 
including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the 

freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, 
unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when 

allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be 
received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, 

and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 



And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and 

the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States 

of America the eighty-seventh. 

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

Comprehension Questions 
 

1. Upon what authority does Lincoln issue this proclamation? Explain your answer!! 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is emancipation proclaimed as a "fit and necessary war measure"? 
 
 
 

3. Why does the proclamation only apply to slaves in certain states? Why 
is the geographical location significant? 

 
 
 
 

4. What does Lincoln encourage these freed slaves to do and to refrain 
from doing? 

 
 
 



5. Explain how each of these provisions was expected to contribute to the 
Union war effort. 

 
 
 
 

6. How does language of this document contrast with that of Lincoln's 
more famous speeches like the Gettysburg Address or the Second 
Inaugural Address? Why might the bland, legalistic language of the 
Proclamation be more appropriate in this situation and its purpose?(You 
will need to find a copy of the Gettsburg Address and his Second 
Inaugural Address in order to compare and contrast the speeches) 

http://ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=36
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln2.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln2.asp


Civil War Review 
 

 
Directions:  You will select one of the following topics below. JUST ONE!  After you selected 
your topic, your job is to research that topic and summarize in two/three paragraphs. This is an 
individual assignment. No working with a friend virtually.  After you have written your summary 
about the topic you will then create 3 Questions based on your two paragraphs worth of 
findings. This can be completed below your summary paragraphs.  Do not answer those 
questions.  Be prepared to share your questions at our next Zoom Meeting.  
 
 
Topics Suggestions:  
 
Union’s Grand Strategy 
Lee and Grant at Appomattox Court House 
Sherman’s March to the Sea 
African American Troops of the 54th Massachusetts 
Civil War Music 



Plessy V Ferguson Activity 
 

Directions: The class will watch the video on Plessy V Ferguson that is attached to the 
following link. You will then read the summary of the Supreme Court case and answer the 
questions that follow. 
 
https://mpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf09.socst.us.const.plessy/plessy-v-ferguson/ 
 

 Plessy V Ferguson Summary 
 

In 1890, Louisiana passed a statute called the Separate Car Act which stated "that all 
railway companies carrying passengers in their coaches in this state, shall provide 
equal but separate accommodations for the white, and colored races, by providing two 
or more passenger coaches for each passenger train, or by dividing the passenger 
coaches by a partition so as to secure separate accommodations. . . . " The penalty for 
sitting in the wrong compartment was a fine of $25 or 20 days in jail. 

The Plessy case was carefully orchestrated by both the Citizens' Committee to Test the 
Constitutionality of the Separate Car Act, a group of blacks who raised $3000 to 
challenge the Act, and the East Louisiana Railroad Company, which sought to terminate 
the Act largely for monetary reasons. They chose a 30-year-old shoemaker named 
Homer Plessy, a citizen of the United States who was one-eighth black and a resident 
of the state of Louisiana. On June 7, 1892, Plessy purchased a first-class passage from 
New Orleans to Covington, Louisiana and sat in the railroad car designated for whites 
only. The railroad officials, following through on the arrangement, arrested Plessy and 
charged him with violating the Separate Car Act. Well known advocate for black rights 
Albion Tourgee, a white lawyer, agreed to argue the case without compensation. 

In the criminal district court for the parish of Orleans, Plessy argued that the Separate 
Car Act violated the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution. John 
Howard Ferguson was the judge presiding over Plessy's criminal case in the district 
court. He had previously declared the Separate Car Act "unconstitutional on trains that 
traveled through several states." However, in Plessy's case he decided that the state 
could choose to regulate railroad companies that operated solely within the state of 
Louisiana. Therefore, Ferguson found Plessy guilty and declared the Separate Car Act 
constitutional. 

Plessy appealed the case to the Louisiana State Supreme Court, which affirmed the 
decision that the Louisiana law was constitutional. Plessy petitioned for a writ of error 
from the Supreme Court of the United States. Judge John Howard Ferguson was 
named in the case brought before the United States Supreme Court (Plessy v. 

https://mpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bf09.socst.us.const.plessy/plessy-v-ferguson/


Ferguson ) because he had been named in the petition to the Louisiana Supreme Court 
and not because he was a party to the initial lawsuit. 

Although not specifically written in the decision, Plessy set the precedent that "separate" 
facilities for blacks and whites were constitutional as long as they were "equal." The 
"separate but equal" doctrine was quickly extended to cover many areas of public life, 
such as restaurants, theaters, restrooms, and public schools. The United States 
remained a legally segregated society until 1954, when a unanimous Supreme Court 
began to dismantle “separate but equal” in Brown v. Board of Education. 

 

Comprehension Questions 

 

1. Describe New Orleans society during Reconstruction.( Provide two facts with 
details to describe New Oreleans society) 

 

 

 

2. What were the facts and the central issue of Plessy v. Ferguson ?(Provide five 
main facts, the central issue of the case, and the outcome of the 
controversial Supreme Court case) 

 

 

 

 

3. What was the impact of Plessy v. Ferguson  on American society?(Describe how 
the decision of the impacted American society for whites, blacks, and 
minorities) 

 



 

 

 

4. What happened to the civil liberties of people of color after the verdict in Plessy v. 
Ferguson ? 

 


